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SEGURITY INFORMATION 13 August 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGERCE
SURTECT ¢ Ideologlesl Varfare

1. The Direstor of the Peycholosieal Strategy Board forwarded

to yvou for comenﬁ on 18 Mareh a proposal on Ideclegieal Warfare hy
25X1A ‘

This proposal has been considered by my staff, but
we have withheld, full &isem;gimy mml Paychologieal Strategy

| Board panel. The panel has mt yet completed lts ammlysis, so we, there~
fore, arve submitting the falim:ing views on a provisional basis,

2. It ia my opinion that the proposal to proeurs, produce, and
distribute existing works of a scholarly and permanent nature in English
and translate them Into appropriaste languages 1s a laudible venture, bub it
:la:té.iemd tha% not prove the most ai‘factiv%ffset the influonce
of such books as "The History of the Commmunist Party of the Soviet Unionww
Short Course,” There is no indleation that indigemous persomnel who may be
solacted to support our book program will plok up the banner of free world
philosophies ingorporated in these books whish would be available to them
at low gost and vigorously support these philosophies, win and influence
new corverts to the best of their ability, sugh as has been accomplished by
the publishers and distributors of Commmist publications, Anocther diffi-
oulty whish will eonfront us will be the marketing eonditions whioh vary
aonsiderably in different areas of the world, The gomplexity of establishe
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approached with considerabls realism, The suggestion that rreliminary
surveys be made in designated foreign countries regarding book needs, prag-
tices, and oprortunities for bock production faclilities and also offielal
and wnofficial groups here (such as TCA, MSA, USIS, and CARE) conocerned
with the &iutribuhiaﬁ of books abroad is a prelimimary requirement for an
effective ideoclogleal program, However, it is the opindon of this office
that sush a swrvaey is not ap?m;:riate or within the juriadiotion of this
agency to support,
3. Idaélagiml xmrfare? is a field inwhich the U, 8, has accomplished

comparntively litile, and it§ may be that we are not at variance to any
great extent with Commmist ideoclogles, but in confllet with the sub-
versive forces and argaﬂimtion;{\%immhg; ?deg;;gr to sereen
thelr own rersonsl interests and agrrandisgement on a world-wide basis,
The availability of carefully seleoted books to the fres world will not
lessen in my opindiom the threat to Amsrican éecurii;y. Kmver, N
'idea‘iagieal warfare mey be consideored ss s promising type of weapon for
attack on these foroes axﬁ'{ﬁ:t iz possible to oreats suliable literary works
whare none exist to reduce uuviet sompetition in the ideclogical fleld,
sush a procedure uﬂz.lsmve nore effective and benefiodal to the U, B,
To this light, the [Joarer sbould be considered as one of mny
proposals on ideclogical warfare, most of which have considerable valuve.
If such papers were acted upon collectlvely, the final result might

bazome an effective weapon in our cold war arsenal,
25X1A
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